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SIGHTSEEING 

Scenic Surroundings - Circuito Chico - Half day tour 

Leaving Bariloche to the west, the road winds gently along the shores of the Nahuel Huapi lake with spectacular views of the Andean mountain range in the distance and the ever-changing colours of the lake in the foreground.  From Playa Bonita you can see the little island of Huemul, just before reaching the foot of the Campanario mount, which you can climb the easy way on a chairlift to the top where you can enjoy a coffee while admiring the absorbingly beautiful scenery.  This privileged panoramic point offers views of the Nahuel Huapi and Perito Moreno lakes, as well as the Trebol lagoon, the San Pedro peninsula and the Llao Llao hotel, the Victoria Island and the peaks of the Otto, López, Goye and Catedral mountains as well as the spread of the city of Bariloche itself.  

Cocktail parties and receptions, afternoon tea gatherings etc., can be arranged in the restaurant at the top of Cerro Campanario.

Back on the road, the highlight after the San Pedro peninsula is the Llao Llao, heralded by the ancient San Eduardo chapel which stands on a hill overlooking the lake, as well as the small but nonetheless important port of Puerto Pañuelo, directly below the imposing Llao Llao hotel, one of the Leading Hotels of the World and among the top classy and most comfortable destinations in the whole country.  

The road continues to run along the lakeshore, crossing the Rio Angostura which links the Moreno and Nahuel Huapi lakes coming to López bay, at the foot of the mountain of the same name.  Further on, you cross the bridge over the Moreno lake and  along the Trefoil lake, before reaching the junction with Bustillo avenue which takes you back to Bariloche.  

Full-day private cruise on lake Nahuel Huapi -  Victoria Island 

A private cruise on Lake Nahuel Huapi.  Transfer to the pier for a scenic trip across the lake, during which guests can admire the beauty of the Bariloche landscape taken to its finest degree, gliding across a vast sapphire blue mirror which sets off the ranges of snow-capped peaks rising above luxurious green forests.  The boat will be headed for Quetrihué Peninsula, the home of the Arrayanes, the colossal hardwood myrtle trees which reach heights of 15 meters, many of which are over 400 years old.  The Mapuche term “ketri” means myrtle tree” and “hué”, place.  The massive tree trunks are a delicate cinnamon and honey colour, the bark folding round the wood in thin delicate sheets which are curiously cold to the touch.  Local legend has it that Walt Disney's “Bambi” was inspired by the cartoon magnate’s visit to the peninsula, and it is certainly true that Disney visited Argentina in 1942 on the invitation of Antonio Lynch, the owner of many lands around Bariloche including this peninsula.  However, it is difficult to prove that the peninsula was anything more than simply a beautiful location for Disney.  

A barbeque lunch of Argentine grilled meat can be arranged in Bahía Manzano before returning to Bariloche, or lunch can be served on board the boat.  

The Seven Lakes Circuit -  Full day tour

Leaving Bariloche, you head north along the shores of the Nahuel Huapi lake through stunning scenery to the charming mountain town of Villa La Angostura, a paradise for fishers and nature-lovers alike.  The winding road continues past the town further north to the entrance to the national Park, just short of the Chilean border, where you have to reduce speed as the asphalt stops and gives way to a beaten earth road, and all at once the sheer beauty and tranquillity of the scene become hugely apparent.  Just to the left is Lago Espejo, Mirror Lake, so called because the high mountains that surround it are ever-reflected in its dark unruffled surface.  The earth road winds through forests, breaking out into clearings and onto the gravely shores of lake after lake, the Correntoso, Escondido, Villarino, Falkner and Machónico, each breathtaking, before turning onto the main road towards San Martin de los Andes which lies at the foot of the long lake Lácar.  

Mount Tronador – Full day 

In northern Patagonia, each landscape seems to have been painted by hand.  The lakes, mountains and forests possess a unique charm, in the midst of which the Tronador mountain, the mountain that thunders, rises to 3554 metres to command the entire panorama, and mark the border with the neighbouring country of Chile. 

The bus leaves Bariloche early towards the Nahuel Huapi National Park, first some 40km along the main road and then turning off into the woods, along the shores of the Gutiérrez and Mascardi lakes which shine blue in the early morning turning to a deeper grey green in the later afternoon.  Playa Negra marks the first stop, where your guide will tell you about the far-off mountain peak called Cuernos del Diablo, the Horns of the Devil, which rises from the southern beeches, ñires on the lower slopes.  The route follows the course of the Manso river, whose crystalline waters spring from the heights of the Tronador to suddenly turn a milky coffee colour, as it flows towards the Pacific ocean.  

Over the bridge, you will stop at Pampa Linda where a light lunch can be arranged  and a chance to view the Tronador, if you are lucky, without the clouds that often shroud its summit.  The mountain is so named as the ice which frequently falls from its highest peak fills the valley with a thunderous crashing sound.  The road takes you through scent-ridden bushes of berries and rose-hip until the forest opens out onto the rio Manso glacier, also known as the Black glacier as it drags earth and sand down to give it a uniquely dark lustre.

The base of the Tronador is not far from this point: a vision of a sharp and impossibly high snowy peak far above, from which pours the fine waterfall known as the Devil’s Gorge, so named for the black steep walls that surround it.  The waters are so pure that you can drink from them.  Those who wish can walk up alongside the Gorge for a better view.



