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Skiing (from June to September)

Cerro Catedral is Argentina’s most famous ski centre and also the location of the first Argentine ski club, founded in the 1930s when a group of young men got together to found the Club Andino Bariloche. It is a well-developed site offering skiers a modern chairlift pass system and good facilities. The impressive 1,500-acre skiing area and its 53 marked runs are perfect for intermediate level skiers, while opportunities for beginners and advanced to expert skiers are a little more limited. The ski lift system is modern and impressive, with 40 chairlifts able to carry up to 26,276 skiers an hour.  The surroundings are undoubtedly one of the Cerro’s major attractions, as from the heights you can see the magnificent Nahuel Huapi lake in all its splendour, as well as the quieter Gutiérrez lake and Victoria Island.  The ski resort has an unusual shape, with fan-shaped slopes facing due southeast, which ensures that the quality of the snow is excellent.  Cerro Catedral also invests heavily in technology, ensuring that transportation and snow care are always state-of-the-art.  Recent innovations include the “sextuple kite” which takes six skiers at a time.   Villa Catedral at the base has a number of excellent bars and restaurants to tempt keen après-skiers with a cup of hot chocolate and a slice of home-made fruit cake.

Rafting

From Rincón Chico you can raft in a rubber dinghy through the rapids of the Río Limay to Villa Llanquín, a thrilling water safari between spectacular rock formations including the Amphitheatre.    The dinghies take 8 persons and the level of difficulty of the trip, which takes approximately one hour and forty minutes, is Level I.  An al fresco  barbeque lunch will be arranged on the riverbank before returning to the hotel.  

The more experienced can test their skills on the river Manso which has sections which are Level II and IV as well as the river Aluminé, which is Levels III and IV.

Riding

A horse trek offers a uniquely different way of discovering the lesser known and more remote landscapes and beauty spots.  In the hills, the horses are called “pilcheros” and are well-accustomed to managing even the narrowest paths up or down the steepest slopes.  

Mount Campanario

A minibus with an English-speaking guide will take the party to the foot of mount Campanario where they will take charge of their mounts under the supervision of the baqueano, the expert local guide who knows almost all there is to know about the local flora and fauna.  The ride, of two hours, covers the slopes of the mountain along a path which winds through thick forests of ancient trees, many of which are over a hundred years old, up to the top of the mountain from where the riders can enjoy one of the more scenic views in the area spread out beneath them: Moreno lake, Clover Leaf lagoon and Mount López.  With luck, they may also get to see guanaco, hare or foxes.  

Lake Moreno

A minibus with an English-speaking guide will drive the party to the Bariloche riding club some 15km from Bariloche along the lakeside road.  The group rides through neighbouring fields on the lower slopes until it reaches the eastern shores of Moreno lake.  A gentle canter along the sandy beach until it comes to the Casa de Piedra river which flows into the lake.  The group rides uphill along the banks of the river to enjoy spectacular views from the higher slopes of the López, Capilla, Bella Vista and Goye peaks.
Horsetrekking in the Manso and Foyel Valleys (November to mid-April)

There is little to beat the experience of riding up through a lush green meadow in the early morning sunshine, the scent of the wild herbs such as chamomile, thyme and mint crushed under the horse’s hooves filling your nostrils and the only sounds the distinctive tapping of a far-off woodpecker, the chirping of the crickets and the swish of the horse’s tail.  The rides in the Manso and Foyel Valleys are a blend of dramatic changes in scenery, as the path rises through forests, meadows and sparser rockier ground to higher places on crags and peaks affording enthralling views of the surrounding valleys and mountains, before descending to the river at the bottom of the valley.  The day’s ride includes transport to the departure point, lunch and tea as well as experienced guides. 

Paragliding from Cerro Catedral or Cerro Otto

Although this is a relatively short flight of only about 10 minutes, depending on the weather conditions, it is nevertheless a fantastic opportunity to enjoy the incredible views of the Nahuel Huapi lake and the surrounding mountains in all their glory from the air.  This activity can be added to the Sightseeing – Circuito Chico visit or Cerro Catedral.

Trekking and condor watching

Cerro Las Buitreras (the Vulture nest) is a prehistoric rock formation, of sheer cliffs and crags whose sandy ochre sides have been whittled and eroded over the centuries by the unceasing mountain winds.  The walls are perforated with giant holes like a Gruyere cheese where the massive condors and other birds of prey make their nests.  It is about an hour’s trek to the base of the rock plug, where the path leads around the foot of the walls until it reaches a passage where you can climb up to the top.  The sight of the condors with their mighty 3-metre wing span wheeling overhead is quite breathtaking, particularly as sometimes they come so close that you can here the wind whistling through their feathers.  

Adventure day

The programme begins at 11.30 and includes a range of outdoor adventure activities which range in effort from easy to difficult depending on the skills and enthusiasm of those involved.  There are opportunities to ride horses, mountain-bikes as well as trekking.  Lunch is a typical asado of barbequed beef, pork, chicken or lamb, while in the afternoon, tea and home-made chocolate cake, one of the gourmet delights of Bariloche, provide a welcome break from the exertions.  

Team building

The day’s programme is geared to testing the physical, mental and creative abilities of the participants as well as to building bonds between team members.  The activities include trekking, map-reading, mountain-biking, rafting and rowing as well as others designed to test ingenuity and skill.  Lunch and tea are included.  At the end of the day prizes will be awarded.  The whole day’s activities will be filmed and edited to be shown on the final night if desired with copies available for each participant.  

Visits to craftsmen’s workshops

Visits can be arranged to local craftsmen’s chocolate, candle, doll or ceramics factories to learn how these items are made as well as enjoy shopping for unique hand-made gifts.  



